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WMFFC Mission Statement: 
 

The Mission Statement of the White Mountain Fly Fishing Club is: “To assist in the development and 
maintenance of fly fishing opportunities and to promote and participate in fly fishing in its many 
forms." We support the practice of “Catch and Release.” We support the use of barbless hooks and 
harmless netting-and-release practices. Fish should never be held out of water for longer than you 
can hold your breath. 
 

 

   — “Tight Lines” — President's Column — 
 

Communicating with Your Guide 

The long awaited day has arrived and you are on your first guided float trip.  The guide is watching the river 

like a hawk for that hot spot that is just right for some wade fishing.  He glides the drift boat over and just kisses 

the shore, lowers the anchors with a whisper, and easies out of the boat like an otter slipping off a grassy bank.  

He walks on the water to the shore and makes his way upstream to find the right casting spot.  Then, ker-plash, 

thud, splat, slosh.  He whirls around and sees you waist deep on your knees in the river.  Your gazes meet and 

strangely your first thought is that you were sure that this morning when you first met that his face was ruggedly 

suntanned but now it seems ashen.  The guideôs first thought is ñG-d, I hope I paid that insurance invoiceò.  

Guide (G): You ok?   You (Y): yeah, I stepped on a round rock.  G: Okay-- (dam, all the rocks here are round, 

this is going to be a long day).  Now you feel an urgency to get over to the spot and head that way charging 

through the river like a bull moose trying to escape a pack of wolves.  Small shock waves like miniature 

tsunamis are bouncing off the far shore and coming back to meet secondary waves and the two are making 

standing waves in the center of the channel.   The guide starts looking upstream searching for a new hot spot.  

After the move the guide says ñletôs get you setup, hand me your rodò.  You hand it over and the guide looks at 

it for an inordinate amount of time, then looks at you blankly and asks ñdid you inherit this from your 

grandfather?ò  You, pleasantly surprised, answer ñYes, how did you know?ò and then you say ñand look, the 

reel winds itself up, cool huh?ò  The guide looks at you expressionlessly, and then says ñyou know, one of the 

advantages of having a guide is you can try out different kinds of rods, I have one in the boat that I think youôll 

like.ò   He glides over the water, like a swallow sipping midges, to the boat and brings back another rod.  You 

take a look at it and think ñitôs just black, not good-looking yellow like mine, and this reel, all it does is click; 

one would think that for all this money he would have a better rod, oh well.ò    The guide readies the rod and 

you remember your fly box.  You take out a fly and hand it to the guide and say ñcan we try this, my neighbor 

made it for me and he says it always catches fishò.  The guide starts to say something about a hatch but you 

insist, telling him the neighbor would be very disappointed if you didnôt use it.  G: okeydokey.  He ties it on.   

G: are you right-handed or left-handed?  Y: right.  G: ok, then Iôll stand on your left, so you will have more 

room to shoot out your casts (G to self, get ready- itôs time for live-fire).  He tells you to cast up and across to 

the shady area just under the willows.  Show time, you wind up and make a hearty cast, Splat, it lands in the 

middle of the river and the fly is immediately dragged under and disappears.  G: I think weôll try that again, this 

time try stopping the rod more straight up. (G to self-I wonder if he was injured in the war, maybe a shoulder 

replacement, I didnôt know a person could reach that far back).  A couple of false casts later and you launch 

toward the shady spot, but it lands high in the willows; fortunately it seems to be some dead branches.  Before 

the guide can react you yank on the line and break off a clump of branches, some of which, along with some 

pieces of bark, land precisely where the guide suggested your fly should land.  The guide starts looking 

upstream searching for a new hot spot.  Another cast, another direct hit on the willows.  This time the line 



comes back without the neighborôs fly.  G: I think we need to shorten that leader a bit, maybe back a few feet; 

you wonôt need all nine feet of that anyway.   The guide starts looking upstream searching for a new hot spot.  

He ties on another fly and suggests you try for the mid-stream seam.  You are now a little uneasy about your 

casting ability and launch another mistimed cast that sends the guide diving and ducking as the fly whizzes past 

his head.  Guide-taking the rod says, watch me and try to do what I do (please someone, just shoot me now).  

He drops the fly on the seam like a snowflake falling on the water.   He hands you the rod and you smile at him 

and say, great cast.  As the fly floats down the seam like a loose eiderdown feather you watch as it disappears in 

kind of a swirl.   G: HIT, SET!!  Y: (unmoved) was that a fish?  G: (dejectedly) next time that happens, just lift 

the rod and see if there is jerk on the other end.
 

….……………. Dennis Jones, President.................. 
 

 

 

2014-2015 WMFFC Board Members 
 

President:    Dennis Jones  (928) 367-6124             

Past-President:   Bob Bowers  (928) 367-5579 

Vice President:  Ted Lambert  (928) 537-2115 
Secretary:    Ellen Hofmann  (623) 451-6027  
Treasurer:    Doris Miller  (602) 439-3262 
Board Member #1:   Steve Hofmann (623) 262-7491 
Board Member #2:  Gary Miller  (602) 478-0883 
Board Member #3:  Don Gage  (602) 973-1886 
Membership Chairman: Dick Davis   (480) 220-4501    Winter: Mike Styvaert 
Conservation Chairman:  Mike Styvaert  (928) 369-0092 
Newsletter Chairman: Steve Hofmann (623) 262-7491  

Outings Chairman:  Keith Spain  (520) 235-7206 
 

 

 

March Monthly Meeting Minutes; ȣȣȣȣȣȣSubmitted by Steve Hofmann 
 

Meeting called to order: March 6th at ~6:30 by President Dennis Jones. There were ~22 members 
present.  

Membership Chairman: Mike Styvaert introduced guests: Mike Kaul & Genie Kaul. New Members: Larry 
Agan and Dean Marble were also introduced.  

The Presidentõs announcements:  

¶ The March club outing will be at Horseshoe Lake;  

¶ Next Board meeting will be March 16 th at RT Black Bulls.  

¶ June 5th will be the annual banquet. Gary Miller is the banquet chairman. This yearõs banquet 
will feature a 50/50 Raffle; Gary stated that the first banquet planning meeting will be held 
in the 1 st week of April. The exact date will be forthcoming.  

¶ Any new member needing casting or general fly fishing lessons give Dennis Jones a call for 
help.  

¶ Rainbow lake is scheduled for the club April outing.  

¶ The club purchased a good quality picnic table fro m AZ prison systems for use at Silver Creek.  

¶ The Leeõs Ferry fly fishing trip will have a pre -trip meeting March 16 th. The time will be after 
the board meeting at RT Black Bulls.  

Newsletter:  Any articles or pictures send them to Steve Hofmann. If you are going to send a newsletter 
article from a website, please paraphrase it before sending it in and keep it to less than 1 page.   

Treasurer: Doris Miller reported clubs net balance to date is $17,204.76. However, some of that sum is 
for the Leeõs Ferry trip. 
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Monthly Outing:  There was no club outing for February. The club out ing for March is Sat. the 21 st at 
Horseshoe Lake. 

Library: No report.  

Conservation Chair reportééé.Mike Styvaert reported: 

¶ AZ Game & Fish Rainbow lake pike netting project will begin Monday, 3-9-15. Volunteers are need to help for 

following dates; March 9-10, 12-13, and 16-19. Start 8am for ~ 2 hours and again at 4PM each day. Contact Mike 

Styvaert (928) 369-0092 for more info. 

¶ Carnero lake project - board approved money for fuel to repair leaky inlet and outlet ditch. Also gate valve 

replacement in the dam at Carnero Lake is needed. 

¶ Aerators for Crescent Lake - In progress. 

¶ Luna lake siphon project is on hold. 

¶ Tiger trout for 4 White Mountain lakes: to be done in 2016. 

¶ Becker Lake Ψs  underwater beaver dam structureΩ is awaiting further review. 

¶ New fish barrier on the West Fork of the Black River;  it will add 6 miles of Apache Trout stream.  

¶ Help AZ F&G - Sampling fish populations in all lakes, 2015. 

¶ Request for hook-up of a potable water system for camp hosts at Becker (from city water). Finish facilities for 

camp host in 2015. 

¶ A transport system to stock large creek/pool below Show Low Lake Dam is needed.  

Raffle: Richard Dryer volunteered to run the program for the rest of this year.  We also need of new items 
for the raffle.  

Fly Tying: The first fly t rying class was held on March 5th. Bob Bowers led the class. We had 5 new tiers from 
the general public, and 2 new tiers from club membership. Ted lambert and Bill Langdon will conduct the 
next fly tying session.  

Board Meetings: There was no board meeting February. The next board meeting will be March 16 th at RT 
Black Bullõs restaurant. Time is ~ 9:00am. 

Fish Tales were told and the raffle was conducted. The club is low on materials for the raffle.  

Monthly Speaker: The meeting was concluded with speaker Mike Kaul of Two Rivers Emporium giving an 
excellent presentation on fly fishing opportunities in South west region of Wyoming (Pinedale area). He 
talked about fly fishing the two well know rivers, the Green and the New Fork, but he also covered fishing 
the lesser known rivers and creeks in the area. He had some beautiful slides pics of the region.  

Meeting Adjourned: at ~ 7:50 

 
 

 

 

Announcements 
 

¶ The April speaker will be Steve Hofmann: Fly fishing the ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƻŦ άColorado, Wyoming, & IdahoΦέ 

¶ May speaker: Duane Redford (Minturn Anglers) Eagle, Colorado will talk about fly fishing the Eagle 
River area in Colorado. 

¶  The April 18 outing will be at Rainbow Lake. 

¶ Start thinking of nominations for the Club open leadership positions. Positions open this year are: 
President, Secretary, and a board member-at-large. The election is in June and newly elected members 
start serving in July. Contact Bob Henry (520-260-8598) or Bob Bowers (928-232-9771) for your 
nominations. 
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The Outings Scheduled for 2015 are:  
Month  Designated Lake  
January  NA  
February  NA 
March  Horseshoe Cienega  
April  Rainbow Lake  
May  Christmas Tree 23rd-24th  
June (Banquet)  Silver Creek  
July  Big Lake  
August  Crescent Lake  
September  Reservation Lake  
October 
November 

San Juan river trip 
Sunrise Lake 

 

 

 

Club Activities planned for 2015 are:  
 

WMFFC Club Activities for 2015 without monthly meeting/outing  

Month Dates Activity  

March 5 Fly Tying Class-1st in a series of 4 

March 12 Fly Tying Class 

March 19 Fly Tying Class 

March 26 Fly Tying Class 

April  6-9 Lees Ferry Fishing Trip 

April  11 Becker Lake Best Days 

May 22-23 Christmas Tree Lake Outing 

June 5 Annual Fund Raising Banquet 

Oct TBD San Juan River Trip 

Dec TBD Club Annual Christmas Party 

TBD Various dates Project Healing Waters 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The March Outing Report   ……………………………. by Steve & Ellen Hofmann 
 

 
 
The March outing was held at Horseshoe Lake on 
the Apache reservation. Dennis Jones and Bill 

Langdon were there to help Paul McGovern with his 
fly casting skills. Also noted in attendance was Doc  
Dockendorf.  If any other members were in 
attendance, please excuse the ignorance. The 
weather was a gorgeous spring day. There was a 
small nippy wind but mostly clear skies. OH, by the 
way, Ellen kicked my butt in fish numbers. Most fish 
caught were small left over stockers.  Ellen caught 
and landed 8 fish and had several more short 
releases in ~3 hours of fishing. I was shut out, with 
only a few strikes.  We both used the same fly most 
of the day. After the day was over, I figured out 
what happened ΧΦΦ {ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎƛƴƪ 
line while I was using sink-tip line. By the fish finder, 
most of the fish were on the bottom. Goes to show 
ȅƻǳ ΧΧΦ hƴŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭȅ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƛǎƘΩǎ ΨfaceΩ for success.
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Rainbow Lake Pike Netting …………… Pics Submitted by Carl ‘Doc’ Dockendorf 
As you have read in last month’s newsletter, our club has been helping AZ fish & Game with the Pike Netting 
efforts in Rainbow Lake. Shown in the pics below is Carl Dockendorf aiding AZFG personnel with netting 
action. Note: the large Pike that was taken out of the lake. Of course the large bass was returned to the lake. 
 

 …….  ………………...  

 

 

……………Fly Fishing Quote of the Month …………… 
"A trout is a moment of beauty known only to those who seek it." Arnold 
Gingrich 
 

  

 

 

…………Fly Fishing Humor ………… 
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ȣȢȢ    
 
 

ȣȢ.  
 
 
If you have an Ad or Article that you would like featured in the next Newsletter, please contact Steve Hofmann 
at 623-262-7491 or sdieseldoc@cableone.net 
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